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INJECTION OF MORPHIA. 
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(Continued from page 104.) 

In the early stages of pneumonia, plenrisy, 
bronchitis, peritonitis, enteritis, phlebitis, and in- 
flammations generally, when congestion exists 
and exudation has not occurred—when the 
pathological condition consists in a local ‘irrita- 
tion, with hyperemia resulting from perverted 
nervous action—the subcutaneous injection of 
morphia plays an important role in scientific 
therapy. 

This practice is particularly indicated when 
the excitement of the nervous system is alto- 
gether disproportional to the exaggeration of 
vascular action, as is indicated by violent pain, 
increased sensibility to local impressions, and 
disorders generally of the sensory and motor 
functions. 

Again, in inflammations of such organs as are 
largely supplied with ganglionic nerves, and in 
the treatment of which the nervous system re- 
quires an unusual share of attention, this mode 
of employing morphia may be used to advan- 
tage. 

Without discussing the essential nature of in- 
flammation, I would direct your attention briefly 
to the consideration of the part played by the 
nervous system in the development of its charac- 
teristic phenomena. 

1, Heat, local and general, is one of the earli- 
est and most persistent of the symptoms or signs 
of the inflammatory process. 

Since the experiments of Sir Bensamin Bropir 
in 1811, it has been recognized as a physiological 
axiom, that the nervous system, though not a 
generator of heat per se, exercises a controlling 
influence over those local processes of nutrition 
and of the metamorphosis of tissues, by which 


the work of calorification is effected in the human 
organism. 

2. Alterations in the tension and yelocity of 
the blood stream speedily manifest themselves in 
this regard.. 

Bernarp has demonstrated that “certain parts 
of the nervous system preside over and regulate 
the general and local circulations,” and the fact 
is universally admitted at the present day. 

Though the heart possesses an inherent. con- 
tractility, it is also liberally furnished with 
nerves, both from the cerebro-spinal and the 
ganglionic systems, which separately and con- 
jointly exercise a potential influence over it. 

The arteries are similarly supplied with nerves, 
as has been shown by the investigations of Brr- 
nakD, Bupasr, Séquarp, Scutrr, and others, while 
VaEntin. has proven by experimental research, 
that the veins and larger lymphatic trunks are 
similarly endowed. 

Even the power of contraction which resides 
in the capillaries is influenced by the condition of 
the ganglionic nerves distributed to them, as is 
evinced in actions which are essentially nervous, 
such as the flushing of the countenance from 
mental emotions, etc. etc. 

3. Disturbances in the secerning organs are 
the ordinary concomitants of inflammation. 

The influence of the nervous system on the 
secerning organs is indisputable. Brrnarp has 
learned to stimulate or repress them at will, by 
exciting particular parts of the nervous system. 
“Glands are not filters,” says that distinguished 
physiologist, “but organs producing chemical 
substances, under the influence of the nervous sys- 
tem. 

4. Certain phenomena, essentially nervous in 
their character, also present themselves in this 
connection, such as wakefulness, insomnia, pain, 
augmented sensibility to impressions, delirium, 
trembling, etc. etc. 

As the normal phenomena alluded to under 
these various heads are known to occur under 
the superintending guidance and direction of the 
nervous system, it is but rational to consider all 
morbid actions in these connections as being in- 
fluenced in their manifestations by aberrated ner- 
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Thus augmentations of temperature result from 
an increased activity of the causes which operate 
in the prodaction of physiological or healthy ca- 
lorification, and indicate some positive change— 
some decided disturbance—in the nervous sys- 
tem. As the essential nature of the febrile state 
has been recognized, since the days of GALEN, to 
consist in a calor preter naturam, it follows that 
Sever, which is the most universal and important 
of all the symptoms of inflammation, is in itself 
a phenomenon of perverted or disturbed nervous 
action. 

In the same way it can be shown that all mor- 
bid changes, alluded to as occurring alike in the 
circulatory system, in the secerning organs, and 
in the nerves themselves, are similarly produced 
and possess the same pathological significance. 

Whatever may be the nature of this disturb. 
ance in the nervous system, the effect of the hy- 
podermic administration of morphia is to calm it. 
It seems to coerce the whole organism—centres, 
filaments, and all—into a state of profound quies- 
cence. It establishes throughout the entire sys- 
tem one uniform standard or condition of vitality, 
to which every cell, tissue, organ, and function 
is compelled to conform, and through the instru- 
mentality of which the morbid processes are sus- 
pended or paralyzed. 

The development of heat is therefore restrained, 
the impetus to the circulation retarded, the ab- 
normal nervous phenomena suspended, and a 
state of comparative health inaugurated in the 
system. These effects are permanent or transient, 
according to the recuperative power of the indi- 
vidual—to the ability of the affected system to 
take advantage of the opportunity thus furnished 
for recovery—to the inherent potency of the vis 
medicatriz natura itself. 

Even if the amelioration be transient to the 
last. degree, it is better than no improvement at 
all; and inasmuch as it interferes with no other 
rational mode of treatment, and produces no se- 
rious or permanent mischief, it is, to the full 
extent of the relief afforded, a blessing to the 
stricken sufferer. 

The efficacy of emetics as therapeutic agents is 
generally recognized. Morphia, when used hy- 
podermically, produces in a majority of instances 
nausea and vomiting. This symptom, although 
distressing to the patient and annoying to the 
practitioner, exercises a positive control over the 
progress of many inflammations. 

It is plain, therefore, that this remedy, both by 
its direct physiological action, and its indirect 
pathological effect, is capable of producing a 
modification of those morbid processes in the 
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economy which we denominate inflammation or 
fever, as the case may be. 

The nausea thus developed, results from an 
abnormal condition of the circulation in the 
nerve-centres, and is similar to that whieh js 
produced by the motion of a vessel at sea, swing. 
ing, etc. It can be promptly relieved by any 
substance which produces a direct sedative action 
upon the stomach, the condition thus established 
being reflected to the nerve-centre and perpetua- 
ted there. Hydrocyanic acid, chloroform, or any 
preparation of opium may be employed for this 
purpose with advantage. 

I have repeatedly cured intermittents of the 
most persistent character by injecting morphia 
subcutaneously a short period in advance of the 
expected paroxysm or after its development, and 
repeating the operation on the seventh day of 
several succeeding weeks. Morphia is much 
less irritating to the tissues than quinia, while 
its effects in this connection are not the less sat- 
isfactory. 

In the exacerbation of remittents, when at- 
tended with violent retching, severe muscular 
pain, great restlessness, and even intense head- 
ache, I have often witnessed an almost instanta- 
neous abatement of all the symptoms, together 
with the development of a copious perspiration 
after the introduction under the skin of a full 
dose of morphia. 

In typhoid fever, when the patient is inordi- 
nately “nervous,” restless, morbidly vigilant, 
tremulous, peculiarly sensitive to morbid impres- 
sions, etc., this remedy answers well. 

You have doubtless attended cases of this dis- 
ease, in which many of the symptoms of cerebri- 
tis presented themselves, when your judgments 
convinced you in advance, and your subsequent 
post-mortem examinations, demonstrated that the 
morbid lesion existed exclusively in the intes- 
tines. The delirium thus developed through the 
instrumentality of nervous reflex action, fur- 
nishes no argument against the use of opium, 
but rather an indication for its employment. 

In a case of intussusception, occurring in the 
practice of my father, Dr. Wau. C. Warren, after 
stercoraccous vomiting had occurred, and innv- 
merable remedies have been tried in vain, an in- 
jection of morphia under the skin afforded almost 
instant relief. 

My experience with this remedy in many other 
affections has been equally satisfactory, but time 
will not permit me to go into further details, and 
I must hurry on to the other branch of my sub- 
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The hypodermic employment of morphia pos- 
esses equal curative properties in many affections 
which pertain exclusively to the domain of sur- 
gery; and I must ask your indulgence, while 
briefly recapitulating my experience in that 
regard. 

In several cases of strangulated inguinal tumor, 
when ordinary remedies had failed to induce a 
sufficient relaxation to render a return of the in- 
testine by taxis possible, I have promptly over- 
come the spasm, by injecting morphia immedi- 
ately over the point of constriction. These results 
were due to the direct sedative or narcotic action 
of the drug, and to nothing else. 

Last summer I was consulted by a young man 
who was suffering with orchitis in its primitive 
stage. There was already considerable swelling, 
together with great tenderness, pain, and redness 
of the part. 

Half a grain of the sulphate of morphia in solu- 
tion, was injected directly over the track of the 
cord as it passes from the inguinal canal, and the 
patient placed in his bed. On the succeeding 
morning, I found that he had slept profoundly 
during the entire night, and, that not a trace of 
the inflammation remained. 

In the same way, and with equal success, I 
have treated traumatic erysipelas—which is fre- 
quently nothing more than an acute cutitis—a 
tendency to gangrene from excessive local inflam- 
mation, and phlebitis of a very decided character. 

During the war, I was summoned hurriedly on 
one occasion, to a man who had received a deep 
wound of the right lung, from a bowie knife in 
the hands of a drunken companion. The usual 
symptoms of this accident presented themselves, 
and the patient was in a very critical condition. 
Turning him upon the opposite side, I injected a 
grain of morphia in solution under the skin, and, 
80 soon as sleep was induced and the heemor- 
thage restrained, closed the wound hermetically. 
There was no subsequent bleeding, the respira- 
tory movements were sufficiently restrained, but 
little cough was developed, no inflammatory symp- 
toms appeared, and under the repeated use of the 
remedy originally employed, the case rapidly pro- 
gressed to a favorable conclusion. 

Within a few days, I have attended a patient 
who was suffering with spasmodic stricture, which 
had been greatly increased by repeated attempts 
to introduce a catheter. lis bladder was greatly 
distended and the pain was excessive. An injec- 
tion of half a grain of morphia into the arm, im- 
mediately relaxed the spasm, and restored the 
young man to health. 

I once promptly relieved a case of spermator- 
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rhea, produced by excessive irritability of the 
parts, by injecting nightly into the perineum 
half a grain of morphia. Under the influence of 
this remedy the patient was forced into a state of 
obliviousness, in which neither sensual thoughts 
nor lascivious dreams were possible, and which 
proved, while it lasted, as destructive to his ani- 
mal passions, as it did to the erectile power of 
the penis. This mode of medication, combined 
with large doses of the bromide of potassium at 
the time, and the subsequent administration 
of quinia and stryehnia, answers better than 
any plan of treatment with which I am ac- 
quainted. 

Though I have never succeeded in curing a case 
of tetanus when fully developed with this remedy, 
I have frequently succeeded in preventing it; and 
have no hesitation in recommending as an ad- 
mirable prophylactic, when large nerves are 
wounded, when a peculiar nervous susceptibility 
exists, or when patients are subjected to the influ- 
ence and vicissitudes of temperature. 

In wounds of joints, when the necessary ampu- 
tation has been delayed or neglected, much of 
positive advantage follows the hypodermic em- 
ployment of morphia, not only because of the 
anodyne properties pertaining to it, but on ac- 
count of the positive control which it exerts over 
the inflammatory process. 

In wounds of the intestines and the peritoneum, 
no other remedy fulfils so many varied and im- 
portant indications. It restrains inflammation, 
subdues pain, prevents peristaltic action, induce 
general quiescence, and supplies, in fact the essen- 
tial desideratum in such injuries. 

From these instances of the curative action 
incident to this mode of medication, as well as 
from many others to which I might refer, if time 
and space permitted, it is plain, that for the relief 
of pain, the relaxation of spasm, the abatement 
of irritation, the induction of sleep, the control of 
the secerning organs, and the restraint of certain 
forms of inflammation in their primitive stage, 
this remedy deserves to stand primus inter pares 
in the estimation of an enlightened and progres- 
sive profession. 





— Unrir Foon. The report of the medical 
officer of the city of London, just issued, shows 
that more than one hundred and fifty-two tons of 
meat were last. year condemned as unfit for human 
food, nearly twice as much as the average pro- 
portion of the last five years. In addition to the 
meat, one thousand one hundred and twenty-six 
head of game and poultry and many tons of fish 
were condemned. 
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Communications. 
TWO CASES OF CANCER OF THE LIVER. 
By James B. Burnet, M.D., 
House Physician, Bellevue Hospital, New York City. 

Case 1. Mary Black, 40 years of age, married, 
and the mother of two children, came into ward 
26 of Bellevue Hospital about the first of April 
1866. She gave the following history of herself: 
Her father died of a cold after a week’s illness, 
and her mother died of heart disease. There is 
no known hereditary predisposition to disease in 
the family. With the exception of a miscarriage 
of a three months foetus about five years ago, she 
always has been well up to the first of last Decem- 
ber, at which time a pain appeared in the small 
of her back, and then in her right breast and 
shoulder. The Thursday after New Year, she 
took to her bed with pains in her hips, and in all 
her bones. She had fever at this time, and vom- 
iting, and great thirst, but hardly any cough. If 
she drank any water, she was sure to vomit it. 
She was sick in bed at home until three weeks 
ago, when she was brought into the hospital. 
About ten weeks ago, she could not use her feet 
on account of numbness, which extended as high 
as her knees. She has vomited a great deal since 
she came into the ward. What she vomits is a 
sour material, of a greenish-yellow color. Now 
she has no pain anywhere, except when pressure 
is made over the epigastrium, which appears to 
be somewhat tender. 

Present Condition. 


She is now very much 
emaciated, but formerly was an exceedingly fleshy 


woman. Sensibility of feet and limbs very slight- 
ly impaired, but are improving slowly as far as 
the numbness is concerned. There is a small, 
hard, nodulated mass in her right breast, which 
has been slowly growing for the last three years. 
Slight tenderness on pressure over it, but never 
had anything more than a trifling pain in it 
There is also, a large, hard, nodulated tumor in 
the epigastrium, extending from under the free 
border of the ribs on the right side, nearly over 
to the border of the ribs on the left, being evi- 
dently connected with the liver. In this tumor 
she had, a few weeks ago, some sharp lancina- 
ting pains, but these do not now trouble her. 
Her skin is rough and non-perspiring. Heart- 
sounds are healthy, but exceedingly feeble. 
Pulse is very weak. Much emaciation of the 
chest, and depression under both clavicles. Slight 
dulness on percussion on the right side, but noth- 
ing marked. Inspiration rather high-pitched on 
both sides; no rales are heard. 
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April 26th. No perceptible increase in the tu- 
mors. No cdema tobe found. She seems to be 
rapidly sinking, and is daily growing weaker, 
As she has passed no urine since the previous 
day, the catheter is introduced, and a small quan- 
tity drawn, normal in color, and healthy under 
the microscope. Bowels are regular. The diag- 
nosis was made of carcinoma of the breast, liver, 
and probably pancreas. The only treatment con- 
sisted in allaying any pain by opiates, and giving 
her the most nutritious diet and brandy, six oun- 
ces a day. : 

April 27th, 11 A.M. Very difficult to arouse 
her. She lies constantly in a half-doze. Pulse 
hardly perceptible. Respiration 52 in a minute. 

April 27th, 2.30, P.M. Has just breathed her 
last. 

April 29th, 9.30 A.M. Post-Mortem Exami- 
nation, Lungs apparently were the seat of 
chronic pneumonia. Some portions at the bases 
looked as if they might be the seat of acute pneu- 
monia. The liver presented a beautiful instance 
of cancer of this organ, with the distinct and 
well-defined cancerous masses scattered through- 
out the gland. The pancreas was also cancer- 
ous. Heart, spleen, and kidneys, healthy. 

Brain not examined. 

The tumor in the right breast also proved to 
be cancerous in its character. 


Case 2. John Chusack is 51 years of age and 
married. By occupation he is a carpenter. He 
never drank a great deal. There seems to be 
something wrong about his stomach. His belly 
swells and pains him when he eats, and even 
water feels as if a sharp needle had run into him, 
as soon as it reaches his stomach. Broth and 
soup have the same effect upon him. His pain 
shoots to his back when he lies down, but this is 
seldom the case when he stands or sits up. 
Shortness of breath also troubles him. He never 
belches up wind, but throws up his food one half 
or three quarters of an hour after eating, but 
what he vomits is not sour or changed in charac- 
ter. Water is also thrown off his stomach. His 
bowels are quite regular. He has had a head- 
ache every second day for three months. He 
worked in Washington city at the corner of 17th 
and K Streets, and at night slept in the bunk- 
room, and there caught the chills and fever, which 
he had every day for three weeks. While in Ire- 
land he had the typhus fever. He has had no 
rheumatism, and no other sickness. The trou- 
bles in his stomach have lasted for three monthe. 
Before these came on, he was very well. 

Present Condition. His pulse is natural in 
frequency, volume, and regularity. The capillary 
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circulation of his hands is considerably impaired. 
His abdomen is supple and natural, and nothing 
unnatural is found until the space just below the 
ribs on the right side is reached, where a hard 
lump is found, painful on pressure, which has a 
little elasticity, and which seems to be about four 
inches transversely, and three and a half verti- 
cally. It is nodulated to the feel, and cannot be 
separated from the liver. This man sleeps better 
on his left than he does on his right side, and 
feels sharp pains just where the tumor is. He 
has lost about all his flesh, and is now nothing 
but skin and bones. He is of a dingy unhealthy 
color. Formerly he was a stout man, and weighed 
182 pounds, but he does not weigh near that now, 
His hair also is falling out. He never expecto- 
rated any blood, but bleeds occasionally from the 
nose. He had gonorrhcea once when he was a 
young man, but never had achancre. His urine, 
he says, is sometimes the color of bile. He is no 
longer able to pursue any business. [is strength 
is gone. The diagnosis was made of cancer of 
the liver. The patient, however in a short time 
passed from under our notice, and of his subse- 
quent history nothing is known. 


Remarks. Although all varieties of cancer 
may occur in the liver, still the soft or medullary 
form is much the most frequent. The hepatic 
cells near the diseased tissue, are commonly 
found to have undergone fatty degeneration. The 
symptoms of the disease are often very obscure. 
Loss of flesh and strength, disordered digestive 
functions, and pain, are among the more promi- 
nent. In about one fifth of the cases, both jaundice 
and ascites may occur. The duration of the dis- 
ease varies from six months to two years, although 
the latter limit is not often reached. An instance 
is recorded, where, from pressure of the cancer- 
ous mass upon the ductus communis choledochus, 
the gall-bladder was distended to the size of a 
fetal head. This is much more often a secondary 
rather than a primary affection. 

The treatment is merely palliative, and consists 
in administering a light, nutritious diet, one that 
is found to agree best with the patient’s stomach, 
and in giving proper sedatives for the alleviation 
of pain. 
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—— Dr. Ira Russet, of Winchendon, Mass., a 
distinguished Surgeon through the war, and Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel,-has been appointed by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, Examining Surgeon 
for Pensions, and by Gov. Buttock, Examining 
Surgeon for State Aid. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF 
Distinguished Living New York Physicians, 


By Samuet W., Francis, A. M., M.D., 
(Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine.) 
XIV. 


William A. Hammond, M.D., etc. 


“ Patiently endure that frown of fortune, and by some ee 
ble exploit win again her favor.”—Knolles. 


“ Whose deeds some nobler poem shall adorn.” — Dryden. 

The subject of the present sketch was born at 
Annapolis, Maryland, August 28th, 1828, and 
was the son of Dr. J. W. Hammonp, who married 
Miss Saran Pinxney, a niece of the celebrated 
Wiii1am Pinkney, who possessed the rare quali- 
fications of lawyer, ambassador, and senator. 
The family consisted of six, of whom Rev. J. 
Pinkney, Dr. Witttam A., and W. Hosarr Hax- 
MOND, are now living. 

Witti1am A. Hamwmonp attended St. John’s 
College, Annapolis, Maryland, and likewise owed 
not a little of his educational career to Philadel- 
phia and Harrisburg, Pa. While at the latter 
place he studied under Dr. E. W. Roserts; and 
as he proceeded at once from the classical to the 
medical line of duty, his mind was neither un- 
settled by a business life, nor allowed to lose 
ground by an absence of reflection. Entering 
the office of Dr. Wu. H. Van Buren, he attended 
regularly the course of lectures at the University 
of New York, and was formally graduated M. D. 
in 1848. His Thesis was in some measure an 
indication of his future train of thought, being 
“Etiological and Therapeutical Influence of the 
Imagination.” On receiving his diploma, he 
visited Saco, Maine, and practised there six 
months. 

In 1849 Dr. Hammonp entered the army as 
assistant surgeon, but resigned in 1860, having 
been appointed Professor of Anatomy and Physi- 
ology in the University of Maryland at Balti- 
more. On the rebellion taking a practical shape, 
and it being desirable that all those able to con- 
tribute their share should exert themselves, he 
entered the: army again, May 28th, 1861, and 
in April, 1862, was appointed Surgeon of the 
United States Army, being chosen successor to 
the veteran soldier, Surgeon-General Fintzy, who 
combines the excellent attributes of Christian, 
gentleman, and physician. 

This position of responsibility he held till 
August, 1864, when he was removed from office 
through the instrumentality of some who had be- 
come his enemies. This is not the place to re- 
vive what is past, nor is it the desire of the 
writer of this article to go into details. Where 
so many scoundrels escape punishment, it is not 
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surprising that occasionally an innocent man 
may be convicted. Granting even that there 
may have been errors of judgment in the early 
organization of an expense that leaped from some 
$20,000 per annum to nearly $1,000,000 per 
month, a man’s character is not to be assailed on 
account of that, Ashes or light dirt may be 
lfown away, but too many are apt to wipe them 
off; hence by this unnecessary force a perma- 
nent mark is made. Thus is it in life; little 
faults of character, often resulting from inexpe- 
rience, become magnified into crimes by public 
reprimand, when a gentle criticism or sage ad- 
vice would effect the same good, with no evil 
sequence. 

Dr. Hammonp married Miss Heten Nisset, of 
Philadelphia, July 4th, 1849, by whom he had 
five children, three of whom are now living. He 
is a man of powerful frame and strongly marked 
countenance, indicative of a calm dignity spread 
over by generous characteristics. His height is 
6 feet 2 inches, and weight 245 pounds. 

On asking him if he would be a Doctor again, 
he replied with emphasis, “I hope to be a physi- 
cian as long as I live. It is the profession of all 
others which affords the greatest fields for study.” 

His mind has been engrossed for many years 
in the pursuit of chemistry and philosophical 
deductions based on physiology. Dr. Hammonn’s 
work on “ Sleep, its Causes, and How to Produce 
it with the Least Harm to one who is the Victim 
of Wakefulness,” etc., met with a cordial re- 
ception from the medical fraternity, and gave 
evidence of intelligence that was not only well 
informed as to given results, but was capable of 
deducing practical ends of vital importance. So 
fully was he appreciated as to his knowledge of 
a disordered brain impaired by protracted insom- 
nia, that he was invited by a wealthy citizen of 
‘New York to accompany a patient abroad, and 
his attentions were generously rewarded. It was 
peculiarly fitting for Dr. Hammonp to undertake 
this duty, as his specialty for a long time had 
been “Diseases of the Mind and Nervous Sys- 
tem.” But he has not confined himself exclu- 
sively to this branch, for before many months, it 
is hoped, he will make public several theories 
and inventions not only remarkable for original- 
ity, but of great value to the profession. His 
education, studies, and experience have resulted 
in rendering him not only skilful as a surgeon, 
but successful as a practising physician. 

Dr. Hammonn’s health has been very excellent. 
At one period he was troubled with functional 
disease of the heart, but has altogether recovered, 
and is enabled, by a systematic division of time, 
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to accomplish much. This was eminently essen" 
tial, as his best energies have been interested in 
a new and scientific apparatus which is destined, 
if successful, to lessen expense and increase gain, 

In 1856 he visited London, where he learned 
much that was new. Subsequently sojourning 
in Paris, after a profitable stay, he journeyed to 
Heidelberg, Zurich, etc. This foreign experience 
proved so interesting to Dr. Hammonn, that in 
1865—6, he travelled extensively, visiting Lon- 
don, Paris, Rome, Florence, and neighboring 
places of resort, where the study of disease may 
be combined with beauty of scenery and a free- 
dom from care which few Americans can appre- 
ciate while residing in their own country. In 
fact, acquaintance with the climatology of affec- 
tions and the knowledge of the best locality for 
the alleviation of chronic disorders have in no 
slight degree contributed to benefit many who 
otherwise might have remained the same, as to 
pain and protracted suffering. 

Dr. Hammonp smokes, and decidedly approves 
of it in moderation. He attends the Episcopal 
Church, and though particular in requiring the 
proper respect due to a doctor of medicine, is 
always ready to accord what he may demand. 

His works are as follows: 


1. Physiological Memoirs. 

2. Treatise on Hygiene. 

3. Lectures on Venereal Diseases. 

4, Wakefulness, 

5. Insanity in its Medico-Legal Relations. 
Opinions relative to the Testamentary Capa- 
city of the late James C. Jonnston, of Chowan 
county, North Carolina. Published by Baxer, 
Voornis & Co., New York. 

6. Many Memoirs on Physiological Subjects. 

7. A novel of marked ability and versatile pow- 
er, showing up a man’s friends and his enemies. 

8. Dr. Hammonp also published an elaborate 
and exceedingly interesting pamphlet in his 
own defence while Surgeon-General of the United 
States Army. 


—— Tae Hon. Icnasop Wasusurn, of Massa- 
chusetts, has purchased the Bigelow estate in 
Worcester, paying for it $26,000, and now propo- 
ses to erect thereon a Memorial Dispensary and 
Hospital for the benefit of the r of that city, 
without regard to creed, nationality, or condition. 

—— Pror. Bacue. Prof. A. D. Bacue, for 
the past fourteen years, superintendent of the 
United States Coast Survey, died at Newport, 
Rhode Island, on the 18th of February of soften- 
ing of the brain. Professor Bacnz was a man of 
eminent scientific attainment. He was born in 
this city July 19th, 1806, and was the great-grand- 
son of BensAMIN FRANKLIN. 
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Jerrerson Mepicat Co.vece, 
December, 1866. 


SurcicaL Cuiinic or Pror. Gross. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Chronic Synovitis with Dropsy of the 
Shoulder-joint. 


Lewis C., xt. 50; machinist. He has had pain 


months, at which time it received an injury. He 
cannot raise the arm ; the affected joint is greatly 
enlarged, so as to be in striking contrast with the 
opposite. On taking hold of the elbow, and rota- 
ting the humerus on its axis, a grating noise is 
produced and a peculiar sensation experienced, 
as if the articulating surfaces were apart from 
each other. There is unusual latitude of motion 
in consequence of the capsular ligament partici- 
pating in the morbid action; it is not certain 
whether it may not be destroyed, and whether 
there is not serious disease of the two articulating 
surfaces, especially thé head of the humerus, 
There is a sense of elasticity and distinct fluctua- 
tion, indicating an accumulation of synovial fluid, 
caused by inflammation consequent either upon 
the accident to which the patient refers, or possi- 
bly upon suppression of the cutaneous perspira- 
tion, or rheumatism, or gout. He has had a great 
deal of rheumatism, but never in this joint. The 
part is not very painful, it does not prevent him 
from sleeping at night. It is not the seat of 
much unnatural heat. His appetite is good, 
tongue a little coated, bowels regular, urine 
passed in about the same quantity and color. 

An exploring needle was introduced into the 
articulation, when a ropy fluid escaped, looking 
very much like neat’s foot oil. In the natural 
condition, a sufficient amount of synovial fluid is 
poured out to lubricate the articulating surfaces. 
In inflammation, this synovial fluid is increased 
in quantity and altered in its properties, it is a 
little darker and more oily in its consistence and 
color than in health, when it is transparent, and, 
although possessed of highly unctuous properties, 
less oily than when the parts are in a state of 
inflammation. The fluid is frequently intermixed 
with flakes of lymph, and sometimes with pus 
when the inflammation has been very acute. The 
exploring needle moves about freely, showing the 
presence of a considerable cavity. A considera- 
ble amount of fluid has escaped and more will be 
mn | to issue, which will afford the man much 
relief, 

This affection is chronic synovitis, with dropsy 
of the joint, resulting from long continued irrita- 
tion or inflammation. When the accumulation 
of fluid is great, it will interfere proportionately 
with the functions of the articulation, and spon- 
taneous luxation of the joint may very readily 
occur from the pressure of the fluid and great dis- 
tension of the capsular ligament. 

The puncturing may repeated every few 
days, and at the same time, measures should be 
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the secernent surface, This will be attempted 
by. the external use of iodide of potassium and 

bichloride of mercury, ten grains of the for- 
mer and one-tenth of a grain of the latter three 
timesaday. Asa local application, the ointment 
of the biniodide of mercury, one part to seven of 
prepared lard, will be used. This is the very best 
sorbefacient in the materia medica, but it must 
be employed with great caution, otherwise, the 
skin becomes irritated, and in this way, the ob- 








ject of the application is frustrated. The arm 


should not be permitted to hang down, nor should 
there be the slightest motion in the joint. At 
night he will take ten grains.of Dover’s powder 
and one-sixth of a grain of morphia, made into 
two pills, and every other morning a little infu- 
sion of senna and Rochelle salts. 


Mammary Scirrhus in State of Ulceration. 


Mrs. Mary D., set. 45, never had any children. 
She was hart sixteen years ago in the right breast. 
A little tumor formed there soon after the injury, 
which continued to increase in size, and at length, 
this summer an open sore formed. It does not 
usually bleed much, but last night a copious 
hemorrhage came on, which has left her very 
weak to-day. There isa great deal of watery 
discharge which is very offensive. The axillary 
lymphatic ganglia are not enlarged. 
The ulcer is quite large and excavated, as if 
the part had been out. The edges are 
ragged, hard, red, very steep, and for the most 
part everted. The bottom is of a blackish slight- 
ly greenish appearance, from the deposit of aplas- 
tic matter. The discharge is extremely fetid and 
abundant. 
The breast is firmly adherent to the pectoral 
aponeurosis and in all probability also to the 
fibres of the pectoral muscle. Yesterday there 
was, from the statement of the patient, for the 
first time, anything like a copious hemorrhage. 
It is not often that scirrhus, when it takes on ul- 
cerative action, bleeds. Now and then, however, 
an artery of considerable size is opened, and then 
the hsemorrhage may be very free and exhaustive, 
especially if it recurs, as sometimes happens, with 
considerable violence. The pain is so great as 
usually to prevent sleep at night. No a ro. 
tongue coated, and bowels constipated. ere is 
no pain in the right arm, as there unquestionabl 
would be, if there were enlargement of the axil- 
lary lymphatic ganglia, caused by their direct 
pressure upon the brachial plexus. The glands 
about the clavicle and the neck are not enlarged, 
as they occasionally are in the advanced stages 
of the disease. Neither is there any involvement 
of the skin except at the seat of the ulceration, 
that is to say, there are no secondary formations 
in the shape of tubercles of the size of a pes or 
filbert. Such secondary scirrhus growths some- 
times occur during the progress of the disease, 
not only in the neighborhood of the affected 
but in parts more remote, as upon the oppo- 

site shoulder, the back, and even the inferior ex- 
tremities. 

This affection has impressed itself upon the 
constitution. It is supposed, as a general rule, 
that scirrhus of the mammary gland is a consti- 





adopted to diminish the secretigns, and to alter 





tutional disease. However this may be, during 
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its progress, especially when ulceration takes 
place, the system becomes seriously involved in 
the morbid action, the blood is impoverished 
whether there is any hemorrhage at the ulcer or 
not, the digestive organs fail, night sweats sooner 
or later set in, and the entire body becomes con- 
taminated. 

The woman is not in a condition for an opera- 
tion, which might be performed, not with a view 
to ultimate cure, but to dispose temporarily of 
the morbid mass and the discharge and fetor 
accompanying it. The atmosphere she breathes 
must necessarily be contaminated, and the dis- 
charge is so copious,.as to establish a serious 
drainage upon the part and system. An opera- 
tion wonld make her comparatively comfortable 
for four, six, or eight weeks, perhaps for even a 
longer period. 

As however, she is not in condition for opera- 

- tive procedure of any kind, efforts must be made 
to moderate the discharge and allay the fetor. 
The latter ohject may be affected by the frequent 


use of a very weak solution of permanganate of | P 


potassa, one-half to one-third of a grain to the 
ounce of water, which is the most powerful deo- 
dorizer of which we have at present any know- 
ledge, and it has the additional advantage of not 
irritating the parts with which it is brought in 
contact. One of the best remedies that can be 
applied is opiate and lead cerate. 
R. Cerat. plumbi subacet., 3). 
Pulveris opii, 3)- 

carefully incorporated, spread upon patent lint 
or charpie, and’ placed in contact with the 
bottom of the wound as well as the surround- 
ing parts; over that a piece of patent lint 
with olive oil, and over all, some oiled silk. 
The sugar of lead is cooling and astringent, the 
opium will relieve pain. The part should be 
dressed not less than four times a day, and freely 
washed with tepid water impregnated with per- 
manganate of potassa, by means of a sponge held 
at some little distance off from the affected surface, 
which should not be touched with the sponge. 
Any bleeding can be readily arrested by sub-sul- 
phate of iron applied upon charpie in contact with 
the bottom of the sore. 

As a tonic 

RK. Quinie sulph., 
"Tr. ferri ehloridi, 
Acidi sulph. ar., 

Sig, 25 drops every four hours, with a nourishing 
diet, and a tumbler of milk punch three or four 
times in the twenty-four hours. Her bowels may 
be moved by citrate of magnesia or an enema, but 
she must not be actively purged. 


Incipient Cataract. 


Francis H., et. 47, barber. His sight has been 
failing for about three months, but within the 
‘last few weeks very materially. He is now una- 
ble to shave except by the sense of touch, toa 
great extent. The left eye is the better one. 
The pupils are dilated with atropia. There is 
marked opacity of the crystalline lens in the right 
eye, sepesally in the lower part of it, less in the 

other e e has incipient cataract. 
It is rule, not to operate upon 


e. 
Sequently a 
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the eyes when they are affected in this way, unti) 
the patient is so blind as to be unable to make his 
way about. But as it is very important to this 
man to have his sight, both eyes will be now 
operated upon by division. A fold of conjune- 
tiva of the left eye was pinched up with a very 
delicate pair of forceps, so as to steady the eye, 
Penetration was affected, and the capsule of the 
lens lacerated and drawn forward. The opera- 
tion was repeated upon the right. The eyelids 
were closed with isinglass plaster, placed in such 
&@ manner as not to interfere with the escape of 
mucus and tears, and a light bandage placed 
overthem. The lighter the dressings the better, 
It isa great mistake to cover up the eyes very 
warm. The isinglass plaster and bandage keep 
the eyes at rest, preventing them from moving 
about. If inordinate inflammation should arise, 
blood will be taken from the arm without hesita- 
tation, as he is a stout robust man. He was 
ordered to take at once one half a grain of mor- 
phia to prevent undue reaction, rigors, excessive 
ain and irritability of the stomach. To morrow 
it will be well he should take a cooling laxative, 
as one ounce of sulphate of magnesia, or better, 
perhaps, because milder, an ounce of Rochelle 
salts. The diet must be light, he should eat no 
meat at all, remain in a comfortable room, and 
keep his head and shoulders elevated. 


Syphilitic Iritis. 


Lewis L., wt. 21. His left eye has been sore 
for three weeks. A papulary eruption appeared 
at the same time that the eye became sore. The 
pupil of the left eye is very much diminished, 
and apparently completely immovable, the lids 
are in a state of inflammation and there is a good 
deal of scaly matter on the edges of the lids at 
the root of the cilia, evidently from participation 
of the Meihomian follicles in the disease. There 
is photophobia. The eye is most painful at night. 
There is no pain about the forehead or along the 
side of the head. 

About a year ago he confesses to having had 
several cbancres under the fore-skin. He has had 
no sore throat; his hair has not fallen out. There 
has been a bloodstained discharge from the nose. 
He takes cold very easily. 

The patient has syphilitic iritis. The papular 
eruption seems to be very limited, and it is doubt- 
ful whether it be of syphilitic origin. It seems 
to be confined to the exposed part of the body 
none existing in the trunk. Syphilitic iritis 
is frequently associated with syphilitic papular 
eruption. 

He was ordered six grains of iodide of sodium 
and one-tenth of a grain of bichloride of mercury, 
three times a day, and at bed time, two grains of 
calomel and one grain of opium. As the bichlo- 
ride of mercury is very slow in its action, the cal- 
omel is ordered to save the eye, and will be con- 
tinued until the gums are lightly touched. The 
attempt will be made to dilate the pupil bya 
strong solution of atropia, one grain to two fluid 
drachms. A few drops will be applied on the 
eye several timesaday. If it should act as an 
irritant to the eye-ball it will be painted on the 
ve pans His diet should be plain, simple and 
ight. ° 
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PuitapeLtpxia Hospirtat, 
January 9, 1867. 


SurcicaL Curnic or Dr. Levis. 
Reported by Dr. J. E. Mears, Resident Physician. 


Pathological Specimen. 


Complete Prolapse of the Vagina, Uterus, snd 
portion of the Bladder. 


Catharine McC , wt. 20 years; native of 
Ireland; single; temperate; was admitted to the 
surgical wards of the hospital December 29th, 
1866, in a very enfeebled condition, and with a 
tumor as large as a —a and of nearly 
the same shape, dependent from the vulva. On 
examination this tumor was found to be a pro- 
lapse of the uterus, with complete inversion of 
the vagina. At the lowest portion was the os 
uteri, spongy, inflamed, and bleeding. The in- 
troduction of Siwpson’s sound to determine the 

sition and condition of the organ, provoked an 
additional flux of the blood, which indicated that 
the patient was at her menstrual period. 

On introducing a catheter, the bladder was 
found resting on the anterior surface of the tumor, 
the catheter when introduced, directing upward 
toward the umbilicus. Exploration with the 
finger discovered the rectum in its proper posi- 
tion. The patient, on being questioned in regard 
to her condition, stated that in the month of 
March last, in lifting a heavy weight she felt 
“something give way.’ Soon after, she discov- 
ered that there was an extrusion of the parts to 
a slight extent. She continued to work in the 
capacity of domestic, suffering but little inconve- 
nience from the accident. About two months 
since, the extrusion increased to the present size 
of the mass. At this time, she suffered much 
inconvenience and pain, but still continued her 
work, which she discontinued a few days before 
her entrance into the hospital. She stated most 
positively that she had never borne children, her 
statement being confirmed by examination. The 
treatment adopted consisted in supporting the 
tumor, enveloping it in cloths saturated with a 
solution of acetate of lead and opium, and ad- 
ministering anodynes, nutritious diet, and tonics. 

One week following her admission an attack 
of ee supervened, which terminated fa- 
tally. 


Post-mortem examination eight hours after 
death, furnished marked and characteristic evi- 
dences of extensive peritoneal inflammation; the 
intestines were firmly bound together, and cov- 
ered with plastic deposits; the omentum was fas- 
tened to the intestines, and was loaded with 
depositions of lymph; the anterior surface of the 
liver was coated with the same formation, and 
the organ itself was adherent to the diaphragm. 
A pint of sero-purulent fluid, containing Rakes of 
lymph, was removed from the peritoneal cavity; 
he left kidney was one-third larger than the 
right; the ureters of each were much enlarged, 
being about twice the normal size. This condi- 
tion was probably due to the compression exerted 
upon the bladder, just about their point of en- 
trance, which compelled a distension of the ves- 
sels, by the accumulation of urine. In these 
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specimens you observe the conditions mentioned 
above. 

One of the interesting and instructive features 
of this case is the age of the patient, and the fact 
that she had never borne children. This lesion, 


| as it is well known, occurs most commonly after 


middle age, in married females who have borne 
children, and who have suffered for a long time, 
under a relaxed condition of the genito-urinary 
apparatus. 

Case of Palmar Abscess. 


This case illustrates in an eminent degree, the 
ill effects resulting from neglect of a treat- 
ment in the earlier stages of the affection. The 
patient received several weeks since a penetrating 
wound of the palmar surface of the right hand, 
in the thenar eminence; the wound healed im- 
i an abscess forming beneath the peer 
ascia. The pus failing to find a vent through 
the firm and dense facia of the palm, has dissected 
a passage beneath the annular ligament of the 
wrist, and working its way amidst the yielding 
connective tissue of the muscles, has formed a 
reservoir, and is endeavoring to escape through 
the less resisting tissues of the anterior surface 
of the fore-arm; the destructive process has been 
very great, resulting in the sloughing of one 
finger, and the involvement of the entire hand in 
a state of intense inflammation. This case fur- 
nishes an excellent exemplification of the law that 
governs the evacuation of the contents of ab- 
scesses; the universal tendency to reach the near- 
est surface, and to pass through the least resist- 
ing structure. In instances of abscesses of this 
portion of the hand it frequently occurs that the 
abscess points on the dorsal surface; rarely does 
it happen that the pus forms a spontaneous open- 
ing r acre the palmar fascia. 
The only treatment to be adopted in these 
cases, is free and early incision, carrying the 

int of the bistoury down beneath the fascia. 

he danger attending this operation is hemor- 
rhage, resulting from division of one of the pal- 
mar arches, or the digital branches. Any injury 
to these vessels can be avoided, by regarding 
their position and anatomical relations. The 
superficial palmar-arch occupies a position in the - 
upper portion of the palm, above a line drawn 
from the middle of the line of bifurcation between 
the thumb and hand, directly across the palm; 
the deep arch lies above this, and deeper. To 
avoid cutting the digital branches, the incision 
should be made in the line of the meta-carpal 
bones. 

In evacuating the contents of this abscess on 
the anterior surface of the arm, the incision is 
made in the median line, in order to avoid wound- 
ing the important vessels that lie on either side. 


Case of Anal Fistula. 


This is one of the most frequent lesions en- 
countered by the surgeon, the operation for relief 
of which is one of the simplest in the catalogue 
of operations, and the result most gratifying to 
the sufferer. This condition always results from 
the formation of an abscess in the ischio-rectal 
fossa, its precise point of origin being just within 
the verge of the anus, in the sacculi formed in 
the folds of the mucous membrane, at its junction 
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with the common integument. In these pouches 
collect undigested substances, that pass through 
the alimentary tube, and often create irritation and 
ulceration, which eventuate in the development of 
abscesses; these forming in the subjacent cellular 
substances, gradually work through to the sur- 
face of the integument, discharge their contents, 
and form by the collapse of their walls a fistulous 
track, a communicating avenue between the inte- 
rior of the bowel and the surface of the skin, by 
means of which mucus, gas, or feecal matter may 
be discharged. 

The internal orifice, the course, and external 
orifice, as @ rule, are constant in their positions; 
the internal orifice being usually just within the 
verge of the anus, or a few lines above, whilst 
the external opening is seldom removed more 
than from one-half to one inch from the verge of 
the anus. Occasionally 4 variation from this 
rule occurs, as in the case presented to the clinic 
to-day. In exploring the fistulous canal, the 
probe passes its entire length. A digital exami- 
nation of the rectum discovers the internal aper- 
ture, located some two inches above the verge of 
the anus. This condition is rare, and presents 
difficulties in the manner of operation that do 
not obtain in the cases ordinarily. 

The operations devised for the relief of anal 
fistula, are by division of the tissue uniting the 
two openings over a grooved director, and the 
slower method of cutting through the part by 
means of the ligature. In cases, as they occur 
commonly, the employment of the knife is always 
to be preferred, any danger from hemorrhage 
being B sonny When the internal orifice is situ- 
ated high up within the bowel, there is great 
danger of wounding the hemorrhoidal vessels 
and producing serious hemorrbage in the use 0 
the knife; in such cases the ligature is more pro- 
perly employed. An eyed-probe, armed with a 
strong, well-waxed silk ligature was introduced 
into the bowel through the fistulous canal, and 
withdrawn by way of the anus, leaving behind 
the ligature, which was firmly secured about the 
intervening tissue. 


_s 


Medical Societies. 





BALTIMORE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Meeting November 20th, 1866, 
Reported by J. W. P. Bates, M. D. 


Typhus and Typho-Malarial Fever.—Infection 
v. Contagion. 


Dr. Currey read an essay on the similarity ex- 
isting between typhus fever and typho-malarial 
fever complicated with the scorbutic taint. 


On motion of Dr. Witttaqs, the regular sub- 
ject for discussion was postponed, and the sub- 
ect of the above essay taken up. 


Dr. Witutams. Dr. Currey, in his essay, says 
that typhus fever is not contagious. I would 
like to know if he limits contagion to direct con- 
tact. The terms contagion and infection are con- 
fused among medical men. All infectious dis- 
eases are communicated, according to the popu- 
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lar acceptation, by contagion. We all know that 
diseases like typhus are communicable. Dr. Wiy- 
sLow contraeted this disease from three or four 
negroes he had attended, and he told a friend that 
he was going to have it because he tasted it. Did 
he take it by contagion or infection? Some Ip. 
firmary students took it from cases in that hogs. 
pital. After the removal of cases from a ship to 
a hospital, nurses will take it. So far as my 
observation goes, this form of communication ig 
never met with in typho-malarial fever. Some 
eases on the Falls road came under my notice, 
The first case was remittent, the second remittent 
and typho-malarial, the third remittent, and the 
fourth remittent and typho-malarial. I think we 
would be going too far to connect the two dis- 
eases. Typhus results from crowding; typho- 
malarial is never found unless malaria be pre 
sent. I had the disease—no cerebral disorder, 
no petechise—only had fever and prostration. 
Dr. Eastman. There is a proper line of demar- 
cation between contagion and infection. Some 
diseases are infectious but not contagious, but in 
our intercourse with our patients we are com- 
pelled to use them as synonymous. No one 
would say that syphilis or itch was infectious. 


Dr. Witttams. Observing that distinction, 
would Dr. Currey make typhus fever contagious 
or infectious? 


Dr. Currey. When virus is applied, or when 
communicated without the aid of the atmosphere, 
that is contagion. There is a certain poison 
which only requires something to start it and 
give it the form of disease, as in typhus fever, 
yellow fever, and, according to some, cholera. In 


regard to the similarity between typhus and 
typho-malarial fevers, Dr. W1LL1aMs’ cases were of 
the malarial type, without the scorbutic taint. 


In the latter the blood is completely broken 
down; likely to prove fatal at about the same 
period, viz., in the second week. 


Dr. Arno.tp. The word contagion was first 
used in medical language; infection much later. 
Itch, small-pox, and syphilis impressed all that 
they were propagated by actual contact. Other 
diseases, however, were propagated, and the de- 
monstration of their propagation by actual con- 
tact not being so clear, the term infection was 
adopted as a compromise, and only implies that 
diseases like cholera, yellow fever, typhus, etc., 
are communicated in some way. No chemical 
analysis has succeeded in telling us in what the 
poison of these diseases consists. I think the old 
term of continued fever ought still to be retained 
in medical literature, for if we do not hold fast 
to this idea, we are in danger of multiplying 
the names of diseases to an undue extent. Every 
locality will give a name toa disease. All con- 
tinued fevers have this in common—continu- 
ance—and differ from inflammations and mal 
rial fevers. They begin with considerable febrile 
excitement and a tendency to collapse. We long 
had a discussion about typhoid and typhus; now 
typho-malarial is added. Very difficult to dis- 
tinguish it in the first week. Commenced like 
remittent, but will not yield to quinine. I have 
not met it complicated with scurvy. 

Dr. Witttams. We all expect the disease to 
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be communicated when the itch-insect is brought 
jn contact with the skin, or the poisén of syphilis 
js placed on a mucous surface. Some say scar- 
latina is not contagious because wg are not 
able to isolate the contagious matter. Some 
Russian physicians say that the matter in the 
eruption of measles and scarlatina can be inocu- 
lated and produce the disease. Some may be 
communicated by inhaling the minute particles 
of cuticle. My experience seems to indicate that 
these diseases are more contagious during des- 
quamation. Clothing may become impregnated 
with these minute particles and communicate 
the disease months afterward. In regard to the 
word “continued,” it would be very useful and save 
us much embarrassment in our intercourse with 
our patients. Typhus and typhoid seem much 
alike and are treated in much the same way. 
They differ in pathology, pulse, delirium, expres- 
sion of countenance, and eruption; none of these 
distinctive features in typho-malarial. The scor- 
butic eruption would have existed whether the 
typho-malarial fever had or not. There is a 
more marked chill, and you think you are going 
to have a case of remittent to treat. Extreme 
prostration, cerebral symptoms set in much later, 
no picking at the bed-clothes; delirium results 
from other causes than in typhus and typhoid. 
Typhoid results from vitiated atmosphere ; typhus 
from bad air (prevails in winter) ; typho-malarial 
only when there is malaria, and occurs in spring 
and fall, and not in winter. The treatment is 
nourishing food, stimulants, quinia, etc., which 
is also the treatment of typhus. Typho-malarial 
is not very fatal, typhus very fatal, typhoid about 
midway between these two. 


Midwifery Cases. 


Dr. Wittras related an obstetrical case which 
came under his notice, in which the feet had de- 
scended into the vagina, yet in a few hours 
spontaneous turning took place, and the head 
presented and delivery took place in that position 
without any interference on his part. 

Dr. Fay related a case nearly similar, occurring 
in the practice of a friend. 

Dr. Coskery related a case in which fibrous 
bands completely closed the vagina. and he had 
to rip them open with a bistoury before delivery 
could be accomplished. 


Wound of Thigh. 


Dr. Fay presented a specimen of bone removed 
from the right thigh of a man formerly in the 
army. That thigh was wounded about two years 
ago, and after a tedious confinement in the hospi- 
tal, got well. Six or eight months ago it ulcera- 
ted and the man suffered intense pain for four or 
six weeks. An abscess formed, which was opened 
at the old cicatrix on the anterior part of the 
thigh. A short time since the abscess re-formed, 
and disregarding the pointing at the anterior 
aspect, I opened it posteriorly, and let out about 
three pints of fetid pus and removed this. You 
see it is a minie ball, which is almost completel 
flattened and nearly covered by new bone. It 
was firmly imbedded in the muscles, but not at- 
tached to the femur. So far as I know, there 
had heen no fracture of the femur. 
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Diphtheria. 


Dr. Unter related the following case of diph- 
theria: A child, aged twenty months, was taken 
sick with what appeared to be spasmodic croup, 
for which I gave ipecac. and it got better. The 
fourth day afterward it was carried out by the 
nurse, and took cold, the tonsils swelled and it 
had great difficulty of breathing. Gave anti- 
spasmodics, alum, and persulphate of iron, and 
applied a plaster of belladonna and camphor to 
the breast. All that could be seen was inflam- 
mation of the fauces; no fever, but much depres- 
sion. I gave large doses of potass. bicarb., and 
small doses of ant. et potass. tart.—tried ice to 
relieve the spasm—used inhalations of limewater 
but with no effect. The cough was the regular 
croup cough. On Monday the child was in danger 
of suffocation, and I gave pounded ice. Called on 
Dr. Jonnson and requested him to bring his in- 
struments to open the trachea. Found the swell- 
ing of the tonsils completely reduced, breathing 
laborious, no exhudation, no fever, pulse small and 
frequent, respirations 40 or 50 per minute, surface 
of the body blue. We agreed that it was a case 
of diphtheria. Gave inhalations of pure oxygen, 
three gallons every two hours, also chlorate of 
quinia and chlorate of potassa, and also hyposul- 
phite of soda. The oxygen would bring his pulse 
down and increase his color, so that he would 
not suffer for — | an hour. He is now recov- 
ering—nearly well. I think he was snatched 
from the grave by the inhalations of oxygen. 
He was sick nearly three weeks. 


Imperforate Anus. 


Dr. Fay related the following case of congeni- 
tal occlusion of the rectum. On Nov. 7th, I was 
called in consultation to see a child, three days 
old, which I found in the following condition. 
The child had not had any alvine evacuation. Dur- 
ing the three days it had taken about six drachms 
of castor oil, and injections had also been or- 
dered by the attending physician, which, the 
nurse said. seemed to pass out as fast as admin- 
istered. The entire abdomen was immensely 
swelled and tympanitic. The impossibility of 
administering injections led me tu suspect an ob- 
struction at or near the anus, and inserting my 
finger, I found it opposed by an unyielding sub- 
stance about an inch above the sphincter ani. 
Having dilated the parts by means of a bivalve 
ear speculum, I brought into view a firm white 
fibrous membrane stretched entirely across the 
rectum and completely occluding it. Being re- 

uested by the attending physician to operate, I 

rst introduced a small silver probe, and finding 
that it seemed to pass freely into the gut beyond 
I inserted a sharp-pointed bistoury and made a 
crucial incision. This was immediately followed 
by meconium aud the escape of great quantities 
pe frome but the abdomen still remained considera- 
bly distended and tympanitic. This condition 
continued during the next day, although the 
child had several discharges from the bowels, 
and on the morning of Nov. 9th, it died with 
symptoms of peritoneal inflammation. At the 
time the membrane was opened only a few drops 
of blood escaped, no important parts were lacer- 
ated, nor did any inflammation supervene in that 
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locality. All the indications justify the conclu- 
sion that the child would have survived had the 
Operation been performed before peritoneal in- 
flammation had taken place. 


Production of a Valuable Manure from the Air. 


The highly important agricultural problem of 
the fixation of the nitrogen of the air in the form 
of ammonia, has been solved by MM. Marcue- 
rite and De Sourpevat. eir process is 
founded on the cyanization of barium, and the 
subequent decomposition of the cyanide by steam. 
A mixture of carbonate of baryta, iron filings, 
refuse of coal tar, and sawdust, is first calcined 
through an earthen retort; through the porous 
mass thus obtained, a current of air is passed, 
the oxygen of which is converted into carbonic 
oxide, while its nitrogen is transformed in the 
presence of charcoal and barium into cyanogen, 
and produces considerable quantities of cyanide 
of barium. The calcined mixture is introduced 
into a strong iron cylinder, and a current of 
steam at a temperature less than 300° is passed 
through it. All the nitrogen in the cyanide is 
disengaged under the form of ammonia. It is 
impossible, observe the authors, to foresee all the 
results of this discovery. Among other things it 
suggests the production of nitric acid from the 
air by oxidizing ammonia. 








EpiITorIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 


The Functions and Disorders of the Reproduc- 
tive Organs, in Childhood, Youth, Adult and 
Advanced Life; considered in their Physical, 
Social, and Moral Relations. By Witttam 
Acton, M.R.C.S., Late Surgeon to the Isling- 
ton Dispensary, etc. ete. Second American 
from the Fourth London Edition. Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1867. 8vo. pp. 291. 


It is no small merit to have written a book 
' upon this subject, which is full and clear, without 
being gross. Mr. Acrton’s tone is scientific 
throughout; and the influence of it must be 
favorable to sound morality. He brings together 
the facts of Comparative as well as Human Phys- 
iology, with those of clinical experience of dis- 
eases of the Reproduction System. The mascu- 
line economy is especially considered; incidental 
notice only being taken of feminine maladies. 

Acton’s work has so long been a standard one, 
that a review of it is unnecessary now. We may 
just observe that, for the reason implied in our 
last sentence, he expresses no opinion upon clito- 
ridectomy, so closely associated now with the 
name of Baxer Brown; he only mentions it in a 
note. Cauterization for spermatorrhoa meets 
with his approbation. His experience seems to 
have led him to place confidence in it as a cura- 
tive measure in many cases, 
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As urged so well by Dr. Barruotow, there js 
reason to believe frequent nocturnal losses to 
depend ry upon a morbid reflex excitability 
of the spinal cord; a neurosis of debility. But 
Acton is probably also right, in so far following 
LaLLEMAND as to recognize a peculiar irritability 
in the urethra, at its membranous portion. For 
this, the careful use of caustic is held to be an 
effectual and safe remedy. He uses an injection 
of two or three fluid drachms of solution of 
nitrate of silver, ten grains in the ounce. His 
instrument is a stout glass syringe, with a curved 
end for the urethra. Directions for its use are, in 
the book before us, (p. 243), very precise and full. 

Linpsay & Buaxiston have issued Mr. Acton’s 
volume in a very creditable manner. 


Guide for Using Medical Batteries: (being 9 
Compendium from his Larger work on Medical 
Electricity and Nervous Diseases); showing 
the most Approved Apparatus, Methods and 
Rules for the Medical Employment of Elec 
tricity in the Treatment of Nervous Diseases, 
By Atrrep C. Garratt, M.D, Fellow of the 
Mesendhnecite Medical Society, and Member 
of the American Medical Association. Phila- 
delphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1867. 8vo., 


pp. 180. 

If Dr. Garratt had never written anything 
but this volume upon Electricity, we should have 
a better opinion of him as an author, than after 
wading through the thousand pages of his other 
work. This has nearly all of practical value 
that the other contains; and even in its less than 
two hundred pages there are many unnecessary 
repetitions. A condensation of this into a hun- 
dred pages duodecimo, would be an important 
improvement on both works. 

We must, however, putting all past preposses- 
sions aside, give our author credit of having pre- 
pared, in this, a convenient, instructive, and use- 
ful book; one which may be recommended to 
those who wish to know the present state of 
electro-therapeutics, and the appliances thereof. 
First, it considers the philosophy of the subject, 
describing the elementary facts and accepted 
theoretical statements in regard to statistical and 
galvanic electricity, and their relations to mag- 
netism; with the necessary forms of apparatus. 
The subject of instruments is concluded on page 
88. Medical employment of electricity occupies 
most of the rest of the book. At its close, twenty 
practical rules are given, which, in small print, 
filla dozen pages. These are followed by some 
anatomical diagrams, of regions of the body and 
limbs, and of the muscles. This book, also, is 
very well printed and bound, so as to do credit to 
its publishers. 
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COTEMPORANEOUS BIOGRAPHY. 

The series of very interesting and readable 
Biographical Skétches of Living Physicians and 
Surgeons of New York, by Dr. Samvet W. 
Francis, is, for the present, brought to a close in 
this number, and Dr. Francis vindicates himself 
from criticisms that have been made, not upon 
his facts, but upon his taste, simply. 

We have not restricted Dr. Francis in any- 
thing in these sketches, further than that it has 
been necessary, in view of the urgent demand 
upon our columns to abridge two or three of the 
sketches a little, and we doubt not that from the 
same cause he has thought it best to discontinue 
them sooner than he otherwise might have done. 

This matter of cotemporaneous biography, we 
wish our readers to understand, we are, and have 
for years been fully committed to, and shall never 
hesitate a moment about publishing a sketch of 
a living medical man, if, in our judgment, any 
good may be accomplished thereby. Some years 
ago we published a series of biographical sketches 
of living medical men, accompanied by steel en- 
graved portraits. The same thing is now being 
done in England, the portraits being photographs. 
The matter has been criticised there as it has 
been here,—but it will go on there, as it will here. 

We understand that Dr. Francis is about to 
issue these biographies in book form. We com- 
mend the enterprise to the notice of our readers, 
and assure them that they will find in the series 
much that is not only interesting, but instructive 
and useful. 

——@——_ 
AN INFERNAL CIRCULAR. 

We have received, from a subscriber in Iowa, 
a “confidential” circular, which was sent to him 
through the post. This circular contains the most 
audacious and barefaced propositions, looking to 
the prevention of conception or the destruction of 
footal life, that have yet fallen under our notice. 
To begin with, the document has evident!y had a 
most illiterate as well as foul origin, for it is put 
forth in most execrable English, while its propo- 
sitions must have had their inspirations from 
none other than an infernal source. The utter 
recklessness of the health and life of woman, by 
exposing her to the operation proposed in this 
circular, as well as the purpose to prevent con- 
ception by so dangerous and wicked an operation, 


- 
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exhibit a depravity that should not only command 
the execration of every respectable member of 
our profession, but also, expose its author to legal 
process. If there is no law to reach such cases, 
then our profession should see to it that the atten- 
tion of our legislators is called to the subject. 
Why should not the American Medical Associa- 
tion take the matter in hand earnestly, and 
appoint a committee that will suggest something 
to the State Societies that will reach the evil? 

Our indignation has been so aroused by this 
abominable circular, that we have scarcely been 
able to command ourselves sufficiently to write 
upon it coherently. The profession of Michigan 
should smoke out this villian from their borders. 
Read the following extracts from the circular, 
and see if there is not ground for righteous indig- 
nation. 

“Doctor: We take this method of handing you these 
enclosed remarks, and tocall your attention, confidentially, 
tothesame. Our way of doing business, (since this dis- 
covery,) has been in traveling and calling on the profes- 
sion, personally, and giving them a certificate of agency, 
if desired. This being attended with large expenditures 
for traveling and hotel fare, we propose to give our agen‘s 
the benefit of those expenses. We formerly sold to our 
agents for five dollars, each instrument with set of plat:s 
and copy of remarks, we will now send you the same for 
three dollars by express, sealed, payable on delivery. 
Our agents retail the same, with instructions they 
give from ten to twenty-five dollars. Our plates give 
fall information relative to the genative organs of 
the female, which are to besold or presented to each 
confidentially, through the aid of the practitioner— 
our agent—eubject always to their judgment or dictation. 
They show the ovum appending in uterus by umbilical, 
coming from fallopian tubes, as discovered, which we 
claim, unfolds or spins out like silk from silkworm from 
the little dark colored speck we observe in ovum, when 
at the fiber extremity of fallopian tube, as it passes 
through into uterus by action of the same, leaving it cell- 
like or kidney form, and all the organs that lay in the 
pelvic. Fallopian tubes, as they come, in connection 
with ovaries, in blood-sucker form once in twenty-eight 
days, which causes the bursting of overeack and allows 
ovum to pass to the same. Also, aprlication of instru- 
ment by the female’s own hand, and how instrument 
comes in contact with ovum, causing it to be removed 
witbout irritation or disagreeable sensation or detriment 
to health, but an absolute benefit.” 

* * 7 * * + * * * o * 
Directions for Using the Genitive Regulator. 
Within a f. w hours after the cessation of the catamenial 

discharge, and while the os uteri is dilated, introduce the 
regulatorand pass it careful'y into the uterus and turn it 
a few times, in order to separate the embryo umbilical, 
as represented in the plates; after which it will pass off 
as foreign matter, leaving the person free from danger 
until the next period, when it should be repeated, which 
is done without risk or pain. The continued practice 
of the above, in many cases, will cure effectually the 
troublesome disease known as prolapsus. At the passing 
off of the ovum, at any time, the tendency of the uterus 
is to rise by the contraction of the broad ligaments. I 
would also recommend in severe cases of prolapsus an 
occasional injection of a weak solution of tincture of gum 
myrrh. Dr. Ropgrt Newrox. 
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This circular is signed “Dr. L. M. Hutcary- 
son, Sturgis, Mich., General Agent for the United 
States and Canada.” 

In this connection, we call attention to the fol- 
lowing vigorous remarks on the same subject, 
from that sterling paper and humbug-exposer 
that ought to be patronized by every physician, 
the American Agriculturist, published by OrancE 
Jupp, 41 Park Row, New York. 


Dr, Tos. ANDREWS, alias E. Anprews, of Albany is 
scattering poison among the people, in the form of pam 
phiets and circulars, called ‘Good Samaritans,” in which 
he offers murderous medicines, etc. Let everybody, 
ma’ried or unmarried, beware of trusting a word to his 
statements, as they value their health, their lives, and 
their souls. Th- re are many others of this class.—In the 
same ca'alogue is a monster who assumes the names of a 
pretended firm of French ladies, and dates from a room 
in the “ Bible House,” N. Y. City. He sends a pamphlet 
about “ Married Life,” said to be “ bya Married Woman.” 
After a great deal of palaver, he comes to the gist of the 
matter, which is to advertise sundry villiar.ous articles of 
**Prench” origin. None but very foolish and insane 
people, will risk their liver, health,and money, by giving 
the:lightest heed to this specious pretender. Weare sad 
to know that thousands of women, ani men too, are en- 
during terrible anguish of body and mind, and dragging 
out a micerable existence, while many other thousands 
have gone down to early graves, because they have been 
lured by the false statements of these very demons on 
earth, who, to put money in their own pockets, would 
sell sugar coated arsepic to infants and idiots. We have 
littie, if ary more charity for the Heralds, the Timeses, 
and other journals, which publish the advertisements of 
these Madame Restelles, and the like, who make a busi- 
ness of wurdering the unborn innocents in heca 
tombs, and the fair daughters cf our land almost by the 
million. 


attitineds 
—_<> 
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“Wines, Liquors, and Segars.” 

We have heretofore taken occasion to animad- 
vert on the practice of some of our apothecaries, 
who combine with their legitimate business that 
of dealing in articles as entirely out of the line 
of their proper duties as are those at the head of 
this item. Many apothecaries disgrace them- 
selves, belittle their high and important calling, 
and sometimes risk the lives and comfort of their 
customers by engaging in branches of trade that 
are incompatible with their professions. Their 
proprietary medicines, segar and toilet show-cases, 
and wines and liquors ‘“‘on the sly,”’ form no in- 
considerabie part of their business, distracting 
their attention, of course, from the legitimate pur- 
suit of their profession of druggists and apothe- 
caries. 

But if this is unbecoming the druggist and 
apothecary, what is to be said of the physician 
who pursues the same course. We know of physi- 
cians who are the tavern-kcepers of their villages, 
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the horse-jockeys of their neighborhoods, while 
others occupy even more questionable positions 
than these. We have before us a card, which 
reads as follows: 
a , M.D., 
Physician and Druggist, 
and dealer in 
Wines, Liquors, and Segars.”’ 

Further comment would be superfluous. 


The Maine State Hospital for the Insane, 

At the instigation of one of its members, 
who had been a patient in the State Hospital for 
the Insane at Augusta, Me., a committee was 
recently appointed by the Legislature of that 
State, to investigate certain charges made by said 
member against the management of that institu- 
tion. The examination was ordered to be tho- 
rough, as the charges included not only the acts 
of its efficient and able Superintendent, Dr. Har- 
Low, but those of the subordinates, with the 
treatment and condition of the patients. 

Dr. Hartow courts the fullest investigation, 
and we have no doubt that the result will estab- 
lish no more than one thing against him, and 
that is the premature discharge from the hospita 
of the individual preferring the complaint. It is 
often the case that refractory patients who have 
had to be restrained in cur hospitals for the 
insane, particularly if they have been the sub 
jects of epileptic fits, complain, unjustly, after 
their discharge, of undue restraint and barbarous 
treatment, the consequence of their disordered 
imaginations, 


The Homceopaths 

are urging their claims to recognition on State 
and municipal boards whenever they can get an 
opportunity. In Michigan an appropriation of 
$100,000 in aid of the State University has passed 
one branch of the Legislature, on condition that 
the regents shall establish a professorship of ho- 
mocopathy! Why one professorship? Why not 
a whole corps? Would not that “ go down?” 

In New York, they have spread their griev- 
ances before the Legislature, because the Metro- 
politan Board of Health is entirely under the 
influence of legitimate medicine. They wish to 
“cure cholera,” without their cases being under 
the inspection of regular physicians. 

In this city they threaten to “turn out” any 
of their number who consults with or in any way 
recognizes as a professional brother any of the 
small sinners of the “allopathic” or any other 
fraternity! 
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The Magazines. 

The Riverside Magazine is the title of a beauti- 
ful monthly magazine for children, begun in 
January, by Hurp & Hovanron, of New York. 
It is got up in fine style, with elegant illustra- 
tions. It proposes to satisfy “the varied taste 
of the younger public with wholesome and genial 
literature, illustrated by attractive designs.” His- 
tory, the lives of men and women, of beasts, 
birds, fishes, insects and plants, the manners and 
customs of different parts of our own country and 
of foreign lands, is a part of the entertainment 
promised; besides which, in-door and out-door 
life, stories, sports, games, music and verse will 
find a place. 

We are glad that it promises to be “ Christian 
in principle.’ The authors of our literature for 
children incur a fearful responsibility, which 
some of them scarcely appreciate. We do not 
like to criticise unfavorably such well executed 
engravings as the frontispieces in the two num- 
bers before us,—but they are unnatural. Let us 
keep the real as much as possible before the 
minds of children. 

The Riverside Magazine has certainly made an 
auspicious beginning, and we anticipate for it a 
successful career. The subscription price is $2.50 
per annum, in advance,—or, $2 with the Reror- 
Ter, the remittance being made to us. Hurp & 
Hovcuton, 459 Broome street, New York. 

But while introducing new friends to our read- 
ers, we cannot forget others, of whom we have 
had occasion to say many a good word. There is 
Our Young Folks, from the prolific press of 
Tichnor & Fields, of Boston, which has been so 
long before the public that it needs no introduc- 
tion. We can simply say that ‘it maintains its 
established reputation as a first class magazine 
for children. The price of the Young Folks is 
$2 per annum. 

The same firm gives us Every Saturday, ($6 a 
year,) a hebdomadal, made up of selections from 
the magazine literature of Europe. 

Of the same class is Littell’s Living Age, also 
published in Boston, at $8 per annum, and which 
has been for many years one of our most sub- 
stantial and popular magazines. 

The Atlantic Monthly, another of Tichnor & 
Fields’ publications, maintains its high standing 
as a first class original magazine, often contain- 
ing articles by Acasstz, and other writers on 
natural history, of peculiar value to the medical 
man. 

The Hours at Home is one of our best monthly 
magazines. Its articles are of permanent value, 





very few of them being of the evanescent kind o 
literature. The number for March contains an 
interesting article on the Paris Exposition of 1867. 

There are other magazines on our table, a no- 
tice of which must be deferred. 


Long Island College Hospital. 

This medical college has attained a remarkable 
success. Organized on a sound basis, with a 
first-class faculty, and energetic, liberal manage- 
ment, it could not do otherwise than succeed.* At 
the session for 1866 it had 109 Matriculants, and 
49 Graduates. The 8th session began the Ist 
instant, 


Temperance Chimes. 

We have received from the National Temperance 
Society and Publication House, New York, J. N. 
Srearns, Agent, a neat collection of Temperance 
songs, under the above title, set to popular music, 
and very suitable for use in the family and tem- 
perance meetings. It is edited by W. B. Brap- 
Bury & J.N. Stearns. The price in paper covers 
is 30 cents for a single copy, $25 per hundred; 
in boards, 35 cents, and $30 per hundred. 


Longevity in Providence, R. I, : 

One hundred and eighteen (118) persons died 
in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1866, 70 years 
old and upward, the oldest being 96, and the 
average 79 and a fraction. Few cities, we think, 
can show so favorable a result. 


Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC, 


Cotemporaneous Biography. 

As the author of the series of Biographical 
Sketches of distinguished Living Physicians and 
Surgeons, which has from time to time ap- 
peared in the columns of the Mepicat anp Sur- 
cical. Reporter, has been the subject of severe 
remarks from some of the members of the profes- 
sion, who seemed to have experienced much satis-* 
faction in launching out invectives against cotem- 
poraneous biography, he feels called upon to make 
a brief statement of facts by way of justifiable 
explanation. 

In the first place, the most cotemporaneous of 
all biographieg is autobiography; and yet the 
lives of Haypon, Lercn Hunt, Bensamin Franx- 
LIn, Romitty, Generat Scort, and numerous 
others, written in the middle voice, have met 
with a cordial reception and form the basis of 
delicious reading, for they are the result of per- 
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sonal observation; and, though some of them may 
have been posthumous, their very freshness is 
due to the force of the present tense. Secondly, 
why should the medical profession be the only 
one whose energetic and self-sacrificing labors 
are to be unrecorded till death closes the scene, 
and many adventures, disinterested efforts and 
latent theories, are either lost in oblivion, or so 
deformed by an enemy’s prejudice, as not to be 
recognized by the friends of the deceased? 

At the present moment, those who fought 
nobly during the “rebellion” are the texts for 
elaborate, interesting, and very properly laudable 
encomiums ; and only a few weeks since, a large, 
illustrated, and elegantly printed volume, con- 
taining biographies of the living officers of Rhode 
Island, was published. What military man risks 
life so continuously as the physician, whose exist- 
ence may be summed up as the essence of anxiety, 
exposure, and fatigue ! 

Again: biographies of living self-made men 
have but recently appeared; and I would ask 
what profession, with all its ramifications, requires 
as much of the self-made material of the brain, 
no matter what the advantages may be, as that of 
a doctor of medicine ; three-fourths of whose con- 
scientious treatment demands the experience of 
numberless diseases affecting different constitu- 
tions. 

The cyclopedias are full of cotemporaneous 
biographies of men in every sphere of life, who 
have made their mark; and it is not saying too 
much to assert, that, even as all first class clergy- 
men are good men, so the leading first class phy- 
sicians are great men ; for they deal with the mys- 
teries of science, and are forced to discriminate 
more closely between the symptoms and the dis- 
ease, than is the lawyer obliged to sift the true 
from the false. 

Lives of the prominent living publishers of 
New York are now being printed, and contain 
much that will contribute to the history of Ameri- 
can literature. If this be the case, why should 
not practitioners be honorably mentioned, when 
not a week passes but some new discovery is com- 
municated free of charge to the profession at 
large, while those of the former class, depend for 
existence upon the thoughts of others? Sketches 
of some of our best living artists have recently 
appeared ; and it should be so. But if they are 
praised who portray on canvass the outlines of 
zesthetic form, how much greater are the claims 
of those, who, through the agency of Divine Pro- 
vidence, rescue from deformity and keep alive 
for active deeds of lasting worth, the sage philoso- 
pher or devoted parent? In cautious England, 
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the lives of distinguished living medical men, are 
now being issued in a neatly printed series; and 
when it is fully comprehended, that the medical 
fraternity of the United States have done more 
for their profession, in proportion to their exist 
ence as a nation, than any portion of the civilized 
world, most certainly does it seem expedient that 
some of their works should be permanently re. 
corded, and that too, while they live. 

Another great advantage to be derived from 
cotemporaneous biography, is the facility it af. 
fords the subject to correct any erroneous state- 
ment. If the aphorism that “dead men tell no 
tales” be correct, it is also true that “dead men 
cannot contradict,” and no matter what the pen- 
alty may be, I would rather praise a living man 
than traduce a dead one. Good men entertain 
very little sympathy for the carion crows of litera- 
ture. 

Fault has been found with my mentioning 
the exact height and weight of each physician; 
yet a leading journal but recently published the 
height and weight of each living U. S. Senator, 
with the circumference of his head and the breadth 
of his chest, for the same reason that it was done 
in this case—to record the average—that coming 
generations might draw some inference as to the 
development of the human species. 

The opinions of each physician as to the effect 
of tobacco, etc., have been ridiculed by those whose 
state realized millions annually from the sale of 
the Virginia weed, yet when the fact is appreci- 
ated, that 87 diseases are directly or indirectly 
caused by the use of tobacco, the subject itself 
and the opinion of every medical man, will neces- 
sarily be regarded as of lasting importance. By 
conversing with those around one, and obtain- 
ing direct information from the original source, 
a narrative has the advantage of recording what 
has been seen, not what has been heard. 

Another very important fact, not generally un- 
derstood by those who take cowardly refuge in 
anonymous attacks, is, that criticism forms one 
of the chief ingredients of cotemporaneous biog: 
raphy; and, that while critisizers have been find- 
ing fault with my extolling useful members of 
society, they, themselves, have unconsciously 
been writing a portion of biography, with but one 
difference, that of substituting concealed abuse for 
public praise. 

These remarks would not have been made, had 
my style or the manner of treating the subjects 
been merely censured. But on different occa- 
sions, those gentlemen of the profession, who 
have kindly lent me their aid in furnishing im- 
portant facts and dates, which no one but them- 
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glyes could with accuracy have given, have been 
treated with contumely and held ‘up to ridicule. 
feeling in sincerity that I alone am responsible, 
[would invite all future remarks to be centred 
upon myself. 

Lest a malicious slander, to the effect that I 
have been paid by the gentlemen whose lives I 
have written, for what has been termed adverti- 
ing them in my “business directory,” gain 
ound, I now once for all deny the charge in 
toto, and challenge the perpetrator of this libel 
stand forth, giving his name and proving his 
statement. Happily for those desirous of doing 
kind works, this wholesale criticism, without re- 
gard to truth or refinement, is daily meeting with 
rbuke. Ere long the position of an editor or the 
privileges of the secreted reviewer, will be defin- 
itly fixed, and the community of letters be pro- 
tected from the malice of ungenerous men of nar- 


row minds. 
S. W. Francis. 


Newport, Feb. 19th, 1867. 





Per centages on Prescriptions. 
Epon MepicaL AND SurGicaL REPorTER: 

In the Rerorrer of January 19th, I observed 
m article entitled “Per centages on Prescrip- 
tions,” the article being taken from that good old 
friend and indefatigable teacher of the practical 
draggist—the “‘ Journal of Pharmacy.’ 

It being the first time that I had ever seen the 
subject alluded to in a proper channel, I must 
say that I was somewhat astonished at the de- 
cided opinions you gave expression to, thus 
bringing before the eye of the medical profession 
an evil which cries to Heaven. If there is any- 
thing in the world that should be universally 
repudiated by honorable men, it is this most 
abominable practice of leaguing and colleaguing 
between physicians and apothecaries. To the 
aflicted poor it is a source of impoverishment; 
tothe rich it is a dishonorable and unnecessary 
drain, I have known medical men—pretending 
to practice honorable medicine in this city,—who 
have sent patients squares out of their way, for 
the simplest medicines, merely that they might 
get their allotted per centum upon the articles 
Prescribed, from the equally dishonorable apothe. 
tary, with whom they were in coalition. 

When the time comes, in the life of a medical 
Practitioner, that he cannot live by the honorable 
ules laid down in the ethics of his profession, he 
had better adopt some other employment conge- 
nial to the instincts of a dishonorable man. 

In legitimate medicine there is honor and re- 
spectability. It is ancient, and it is honorable, 





and may ‘woe betide the man” who attempts to 
degrade it. 

Medical men have their favorite druggists— 
which of itself is not objectionable. There are, per- 
haps, some apothecaries who prepare their pre- 
scriptions and packages more neatly than do oth- 
ers; and thenthere may be personal and friendly 
relations existing between the doctor and the apo- 
thecary, inducing the oneto patronize and favor the 
other; but when the medical practitioner so far for- 
gets the God-ordained dignity, honor and respecta- 
bility belonging to his profession, as to link him- 
self in with a druggist, for a “pecuniary con- 
sideration,” to the robbery of his patients and 
the ignominy of himself, he should be discarded 
repudiated, and disowned by the ¢ruly legitimate 
profession to which he ostensibly belongs. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1867. 





An Obscure Disease. 
Eprror Mepicat anv SurGicAL REPORTER: 


Among the many valuable communications 
from able contributors to the columns of your 
excellent journal I find reported cases in which 
more or less obscurity existed in the way of cor- 
rect diagnosis; cases presenting novel charac- 
teristics in their symptomatology, as well as dis- 
cussions in which a marked diversity of opinion 
is observable, respecting the pathology, with ther- 
apeutic indications involved, of some diseases well 
known to myself. I may not perhaps place an 
over-estimate upon the value of these reports and 
others of like character, to say that they form 
one of the essential features of medical journal- 
ism; the immense practical importance of which 
I have no doubt is apparent to all members of 
the profession alike, as through this extensive 
medium of communication we meet each other in 
one grand consultation, and from it a vast amount 
and great variety of new facts and information is 
elicited. And now, as a precedent is established, 
permit me to submit for consideration the follow- 
ing case from my note-book. 

Jan. 27th, 1867, 3, P. M., was called to see a 
boy, wt. 13, attending boarding-school; spare 
habit, but no marked strumous diathesis, and no 
known hereditary disease. Learned from attend- 
ants the following history of the case: Has been 
complaining for the past three days of pain in 
right side, felt chilly, hovered about the fire, but 
kept about and at play with his schoolmates 
until last evening, when I am told “ he felt bad,” 
had pain in his head, chiefly frontal, hot skin, 
and at times some delirium. Attendant, who 
makes pretensions to medical knowledge, reads 
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“Gunn’s Domestic Medicine,” gaye him. a pow- 
der composed of camphor, ipecac., and liquorice 
root, proportions -not known, given to family by 
a “noted doctor,” and by him called a “fever 
powder,” had given him four doses since last 
night, and says he “sweat profusely this morn- 
ing,” when the boy thought he “‘felt better,” but 
just before I was called, attendant says “there 
was a change.” I found him in active delirium, 
very restless, but not furious, answered questions 
at times rationally, essayed to get up, talked 
about his books, play, etc. Pulse 120, not hard 
or very quick, full but compressible. Skin natu- 
rally moist and a little. above the normal tem- 
perature. Capillary circulation good everywhere. 
Tongue quite dry, no coating, but discolored by 
matter vomited during the day (vomited once a 
small quantity of bilious matter). No decided 
unusual heat about head, said his “head pained 
him some.” Pupil natural, no intolerance of 
light or sound, no corrugation of eyebrows, no 
spasmodic phenomena, Had passed urine freely 
to-day, also had two copious evacuations of the 
bowels, feeces natural in color and consistence. 
Made extensive examination over the whole 
length of the spine, thorax, and abdomen, no 
evident tenderness. Examined lungs by percus- 
sion and auscultation, resonance good, and no 
rales. Respiration 35, but no dyspnea. Coun- 
tenance evinces no marked expression of pain or 
other pathognomonic featare. With the absence 
of nearly all the signs of cerebral or meningeal 
inflammation or congestion enumerated by our 
best authority, viz., flushed countenance, throb- 
bing of carotids, corrugation of eyebrows, intoler- 
ance of light, and semi-contraction of pupils, etc., 
I excluded cerebritis and meningitis. With no- 
thing abnormal exhibited in answer to a minute 
and searching physical exploration of all the 
vital organs, I excluded all organic disease, and 
therefore diagnosed remittent fever, basing the 
type upon the supposition that the attendant’s 
“ sweating profusely” marked a remission. Gave 
pulvis Doveri, gr. iv., hyd. chlor. mit., gr. ss., 
every four hours; quinize sulph., gr. j., every six 
hours. Beso 

Called again at 9 o'clock in the evening, and 
found him more quiet. Tongue dry as a chip, 
and pulse decidedly feeble, other symptoms same 
as when first visited. Continued treatment. 
Next morning learned that he gradually sank 
into a complete comatose condition and died 
about twelve o’cleck in the night. 

The points in the.case to which I wish to call 
attention are the suddenness of the attack, the 
rapid prostration, and’ early death, without any 
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apparent organic lesion, at least without a singl® 
appreciable well marked symptom of the same. 
Yet it: was evident that some morbific element 
of a powerful depressing character existed |o- 
cally or generally, or both. 

Perhaps among the many readers of the Re- 
PORTER, some, with a greater field for observa- 
tion and a riper experience, may have witnessed 
similar cases, and can give a name to that which 
to me remains at present morbi obscurum. 

. J. T. Barnes, M, D. 
Clifton Park Village, Saratoga co., N.Y. 
ye eres 


Poisoning by Strychnia Treated by Chloroform. 


Dr. Puitie T. Heartt, of Waterford, N. Y., says in a 
business note: 


“T noticed in the Rerorter of January 12th, 
1867, an article copied from the Buffalo Medical 


{and Surgical Journal, in which Dr. S. T. Cuarx 


reports a case of poisoning by strychnia, from 
which the patient recovered under the use of 
chloroform. About eight years ago, a somewhat 
similar case came under my own observation, in 
which the patient, a very estimable person, in a 
fit of despondency, took, as was satisfactorily 
ascertained, full twelve grains of strychnia. As 
soon as possible, the patient was placed under 
the influence of chloroform, and kept in that con- 
dition, with only slight intervals of conscious- 
ness, from seven o’clock in the evening until 
eleven o’clock the next morning, a period of six- 
teen hours, after which the chloroform was with- 
drawn, as being no longer necessary. Morphia, 
in grain-doses, was given every two hours during 
the time. The exact amount of chloroform used 
in the case I do not recollect, although it was 
considerably over a pound.” 


Be ist ae * 
tn ae nme 
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An Astonishing Case—The Bones of an Animal 
Extracted from a Boy’s Leg. 

The following curious item we cut from a Canada paper, 
premising that it is undoubtedly much more “ astonish- 
ing” than true. Jf there is such a person as Dr. Hawit- 
TON, and if he had such a case, we hope he will communi- 
cate it to the profession through our columns. If it 
has any foundation whatever, it is probably a case of 
hysterics, and if Dr. Hamiiton is sharp he will expose 
the trick.—Ep. Mzp. anp Sura. Reporter. 

A most remarkable case recently came under 
the observation of Dr. Hamiton, R.A., of Hamil- 
ton City, which is calculated to excite a high 
degree of interest in scientific quarters. Some 
weeks since the advice of Dr, HamiLton was pre 
cured in the case of a young lad who was suiler- 


ing intense pain from a severe inflammation of 
one leg, below the knee joint. The patient had 
long been afflicted with a swelling in the locality, 
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which, however, had not until recently caused 
him particular pain or inconvenience. He had 
previously been treated by another physician for 
rheumatism, but Dr. H., on examination, immedi- 
ately pronounced such treatment improper, and 
stated that pieces of bone were wérking out in 
the swelling, which would have to be extracted, 
believing at the time that the bones of the patient’s 
jeg had been affected. After the application of 
poultices, the swelling finally suppurated, when 
a large quantity of small bones made their appear- 
ance, and have since been almost daily extracted. 
These bones are perfectly formed and complete, 
and belonged to acreature of some unknown spe- 
cies, about the size of a full grown red squirrel. 
The ribs are fully two inches in length, and bones 
of the legs about the same. Among the remains 
are two curved prongs, or feelers, terminating in 
a sharp rr which were evidently attached to 
the head of the strange animal. The remains 
will doubtless be secured complete, but as yet 
those versed in natural history have been unable 
to form any opinion as to the species of the crea- 
ture, or to surmise how it had been introduced 
and lived in the muscles of the patient's leg. 
Little = had been experienced from the pres- 
ence of the animal, until its death was occasioned 
from some cause, when the working of the pa- 
tient’s system to discharge the foreign matter was 
attended with the most intense pain, and what 
the result may yet be, is not certain, although 


the lad continues in good health otherwise. It is | Goodspeed 


the design of Dr. Hamriton to send the bones, 
with particular observations of the case, to the 
celebrated anatomist, Dr. Owrn, of London, Eng- 
land. Those who would feel interested in inves- 
tigating for themselves the facts of this astonish- 
ing case, can do so by calling upon Dr. Hamitton. 
—Hamilton Times. 


The Detention of Passengers Under Quarantine 
at New York. 


._ At the meeting of the Metropolitan Health 
Board last week, Dr. Swinpurne offered the fol- 
lowing : 

Whereas, All experience in the administration of quar- 
antine teaches that no quarantine system can affo e- 
pve and proper protection to the public health, which 

9e8 not require and secure the detention of a eyo 
who have been exposed to contagious or infectious dis- 
eases, but are not actually sick, at some isolated point 
remote from the causes of infection to which they have 


been exposed during a voyage, until, by proper lapse of 


ime they are shown to be free from e. An 

, The experience of the past year has demon- 

strated that during the season of much sickness, the ob- 

jects of such detention cannot iy fully attained by the 
a 


ereas, The opinion extensively prevails that the 
return of another warm season will bring with it a fearful 
cpitomte of cholera, which appeared in our midst during 
he last Summer, and the State is destitute of any suitable 
site on land where pasode ers who have been exposed to 
the disease may be lawfully detained ; therefore, 
solved, That in the judgment of the Board, provision 
should immediately be made by law for securing a suita- 
ble location on land for the detention of passengers 
quarantine, who are not actually sick, but have been ex- 
posed to contagious ‘ 


or ous es; and 
and unrestricted authority ought to be vested in the Com- 
missioners of Quarantine, or some other suitable officers, 
to obtain a site for that earpece by an exercise of the 
new of eminent domain, if it cannot be acquired by pur- 
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The resolution was adopted, and copies signed 


by the President of the Board were ordered to 
be sent to members of the Legislature. 


—— Sr. Josepn’s Hosritat. This hospital, which 
was established in this city in 1849, treated 4281 

atients up to the close of 1866, of whom 1773 were 

ree patients. The expenditures of the past year 
were $5,890.79 in excess of the receipts. The 
late Mason Hurcuins, of this city, has bequeathed 
his entire estate, valued at $100,000, to this hospi- 
tal, which will have the effect of adding materi- 
ally to its means of usefulness. 


o—~—s 
ove 


MARRIED. 


Axssott—O.pEn.—At_ Princeton, N. J., Feb. 13th, by 
Rev. James McDonald, D. D., Dr. Charles C. Abbott, of 
Trenton, and Julia B., daughter of Job J. Olden, of the 
former place. . 

BipwELt—Ossorn.—In New York, Feb. 20, by the Rev. 
Thomas G. Osborn, Wm. Lamont Bidwell, of Windsor, 
Conn., and Delia H. Osborn, donahter of Dr. Thomas Os- 


born, d head, L. 
Bronson—Brown.— Du Page county, IIl., 
lliken, Gen. si 
of H. B. 





Feb. 14th, by_the Rev. S. F, 
Bronsos and Miss Kate M. Brown, daughter of 


ERGUSON—BouN-—In Camden, Ohio, Feb. 14, at the 
residence of the bride’s father, iy Ao Rev. James Welsh, 
Dr. J. S. Ferguson and Sallie J. Bohn. 
EMP—WOOLLEY.—In Westmoreland, N. H., Feb. 13th, 
by Rev. S. Bixby, Edwin A. Kemp. M. D., of Enfield, 
., and Mies er M. Woolley, of W. 
napp—CoGGEsHALL.—In Chicago, IIl., at the residence 
of the bride’s father, 37 Centre Avenue, by Rev. E. J. 

oodspeed, Ly F, Knapp, M.D., and Miss Kmily E. 
Coggeshall, all of Chicago. 

Mrrert—Van Buren.—In New York, Feb. 20, at St. 
Stephen’s Church, by the Most Rev. John McCloskey, 
Archbishop of New York, Charles Frederick Meert and 
Adelaide Mott, eldest daughter of Dr. Wm. H. Van Bu- 
ren, of that city. 

REyNOLDs—Hvtron.—In Hulton, Allegheny co., Pa. 

R . Reynolds an 


eb. 2ist, ty ev. Dr. Preston, Dr. B. 
Miss Alice Hulto 
Sreck—Woop —In Muncy, Pa., Feb. 13th, by the Rev. 
William Life, Dr. M. Steck, of Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
and Lizzie G., daughter of Thomas Wood, Esq., of Muncy. 
ee 


DIED. 


Avery.—In Cincinnati, 0., February 15th, Charles L. 


Avery, M.D. 
Harris.—In Pittsburg, Feb. 20, William Worthington, 
infeat son of Dr. L. H- and Fannie B.C. M Harris. 


aged 25, Roger E. 
Perkine, M. D., formerly a resident of Cincinnati. . 

SANBORN.—At ence, Leipsic, Kent .co., Md., 
Jan. 8h, of apoplexy, Dr. A. H. Sanborn, aged about 45 
years. 


METEOROLOGY. 


11, | 12,| 13, | 14, 


N. W.| 8. W. 
Clear. 





15, 





8. W.| N. 
Cr’dy. 
Rain. 





2-10 


35° 
48 
53 
4 























30.8 














Philadelphia Summer 


School of Medicine, 


No. 920 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


ROBERT BOLLING, M. D. 
JAMES H. HUTCHINSON, M. D. 
H. LENOX HODGE, M. D. 


EDWARD A. SMITH, M.D. 
D. MURRAY CHESTON, M.D. 
HORACE WILLIAMS, M.D. 
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Tae PHILaDELPHia SumMMER ScHooL or MEDICINE will 
begin its third term on March Ist, 1867, and students may 
enjoy its privileges without cessation until October. 


The regular course of Examinations and Lectures will 
be given during April, May, June, and September, upon 


ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, 


SURGERY, OBSTETRICS, 
CHEMISTRY, MATERIA MEDICA, 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 


The attention of the profession and of students is in- 
vited to the importance of systematic study and of clini- 
cal instruction during the summer as well as during the 
winter, in order to obtain a good medical education in 
the short time usually required, and to our plan of com- 
bining daily Recitations with Lectyres and Reading of 
Text-Books. The object of this School is to teach medi- 
cinethoroughly, and to make use of every method that is 
really valuable. 

CLASS-ROOMS contain a cabinet of Materia Medica, 
Bones, Bandages, Manikins, Illustrations, Text. Books, 
Microscope, Chemical Reagents, etc., and in them stu- 
dents may study, practice bandaging, and conduct micro- 
scopical and chemical examinations. 


SURGERY.—A course of Lectures will be delivered by 
H. Lenox Hones, M.D., on the History, Causes, Symp- 
toms, Pathology, and Treatment of Surgical Diseases 
and Injuries, and upon the Employment of the Micro- 
scope, Ophthalmoscope, Otoscope, Laryngoscope, Endo- 
scope, Percu'sion, Auscultation, and the Thermometer 
in recognizing such disorders. 


PERCUSSION AND AUSCULTATION in Diseases of 
the Lungs and Heart will be taught by James H. Hurcu 
1nson, M. D., by Lectures and by the Clinical Examina- 
tion of patients. 

MICROSCOPE.—The structure of the Microscope and 
the manner of using it will be explained, and the micro- 
s20pical appearance of the tissues and fluids in health and 
disease will be exhibited. 

URINARY DEPOSITS AND TESTS.—Students will 
be instructed in the microscopical and chemical exami- 
nation of the urine, and will be enabled to make them- 
selves familiar with its practical employment. 





CLINICAL INSTRUCTION. 


PENNSYLVANIA HospiTaL.—The advantage of attending 
the Lectures, Operations, and Clinical Examinations of 
patients at this important hospital will be secured with- 
out charge. 

EpiscopaL HospitaLt.—Drs. Hutcurinson and Smita 
will take the class through its well-arranged wards, so 
that by the bedside disease may be readily recognizec, 
and its symptoms accurately studiev. 

CaiLpren’s HospitaL.—Much of a physician’s practice 
being among children, it is essential that their various 
disorders should be seen by the student. Drs. Hopez, 
Hurcuinson, and CueEsron will, during the session, have 
charge of the numerous out-door and in-door patients of 
this establishment, and will offer every facility to the 
class. 

DISPENSARY FOR DISEASES OF THE HEART AND LuNGs 
will be conducted by Dr. Hutcuinson, in connection with 
his Lectures. 

FEE FOR THE WHOLE COURSE, . . 


OR ANY PART MAY BE TAKEN SEPARATELY. 


FIFTY DOLLARS. 


—_—~ 
i 


OFFICE STUDENTS will be received by Drs. Botiixe, 
Hurcuinson, and Hong, at any period of the year; 
they will be admitted to the Summer School and to the 
Winter Examinationg, and Clinical Instruction will be 
provided for them at the Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Episcopal, and Children’s Hospitals. ‘They will be given 
special instruction in the Microscope, in Practical Anat- 
omy, in Percussion and Auscultation, and in Practical 
Obstetrics. ‘They will be enabled to examine persons 
with diseases of the heart and lungs, to attend women in 
confinement, and to make microscopical and chemical 
examinations of the urine. Theclass-rooms will be open 
for study throughout the year. 

WINTER COURSE OF EXAMINATIONS will begin 
with the Lectures at the University of Pennsylvania in 
October, and will continue till the close of the session. 

Candidates for admission to the Army and Navy, and 
those desiring promotion to a higher grade, may obtain 
the use of the class-rooms, and be furnished with private 
instruction. 

Fee for Office Students (one year), $100. 
Fee for one Course of Examinations, $30. 
Class Rooms, No. 920 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Apply to 
H. LENOX HODGE, M.D., 
N. W. Corner Ninth and Walnut streets. 
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